
APPLESEED HISTORY QUOTES & EXCERPTS: 
 
"Posterity, you will never know how much it cost the present generation to preserve your freedom. I hope you 
will make good use of it. If you do not, I shall repent in heaven that ever I took half the pains to preserve it."  ~ 
John Adams 
 
"These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink 
from the service of their county; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. 
Tyranny like hell is not easily conquered yet we have this consolation with us, the harder the conflict, the more 
glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; it is dearness only that gives everything 
its value." ~ Tom Paine after the Declaration of Independence 
 
“Liberty must at all hazards be supported. We have a right to it, derived from our Maker. But if we had not, our 
fathers have earned and bought it for us, at the expense of their ease, their estates, their pleasure, and their 
blood." -- John Adams, 1765 
 
"Our own Country's Honor, all call upon us for a vigorous and manly exertion, and if we now shamefully fail, 
we shall become infamous to the whole world. Let us therefore rely upon the goodness of the Cause, and the aid 
of the supreme Being, in whose hands Victory is, to animate and encourage us to great and noble Actions -- The 
Eyes of all our Countrymen are now upon us, and we shall have their blessings, and praises, if happily we are 
the instruments of saving them from the Tyranny mediated against them. Let us therefore animate and 
encourage each other, and show the whole world, that a free man contending for Liberty on his own ground is 
superior to any slavish mercenary on earth." ~ George Washington, 1776 
 
“A general dissolution of principles and manners will more surely overthrow the liberties of America than the 
whole force of the common enemy. While the people are virtuous they cannot be subdued; but when once they 
lose their virtue then will be ready to surrender their liberties to the first external or internal invader.”  
~ Samuel Adams 
 
“What has been commonly called rebellion has more often been nothing but a manly and glorious struggle in 
opposition to the lawless power of rebellious kings and princes. If ye love wealth better than liberty, the 
tranquility of servitude better than the animating contest of freedom, go home from us in peace. We ask not for 
your counsels or your arms. Crouch down and lick the hand that feeds you. May your chains set lightly upon 
you, and may posterity forget that you were our countrymen.” -Samuel Adams 
 
“Our new Constitution is now established, and has an appearance that promises permanency; but in the world 
nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.”  ~ Benjamin Franklin 
 
“I believe there are more instances of the abridgment of the freedom of the people by gradual and silent 
encroachments of those in power than by violent and sudden usurpations.” James Madison 
 
"They that can give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety." 
~ Ben Franklin, 1759 
 
“Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive, 
the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet and to repulse it.” 
~ Thomas Paine The American Crisis, No. 1, 1776 
 
 
 



“But what do we mean by the American Revolution? Do we mean the American war? The Revolution was 
effected before the war commenced. The Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people; a change in 
their religious sentiments, of their duties and obligations...This radical change in the principles, opinions, 
sentiments, and affections of the people was the real American Revolution.” ~ John Adams, 1818 
 
“You may in vain mention the duties on tea and so on. These things do not affect them. But tell them of the 
robbery of the magazine and that the next step will be to disarm them, and they will then be ready to fly to arms 
to defend themselves.” ~ Patrick Henry in response to Gov. Dunmore ordering troops to seize the contents of 
the powder horn in Williamsburg, VA, leaving them defenseless. 
 
Interview of Captain Levi Preston of Danvers, Massachusetts: 
 
"Captain Preston, what made you go to the Concord Fight [on 19 April 1775]?""What did I go for?" "...Were 
you oppressed by the Stamp Act?" "I never saw any stamps, and I always understood that none were ever sold." 
"Well, what about the tea tax? "Tea tax, I never drank a drop of the stuff, the boys threw it all overboard." "But 
I suppose you have been reading Harrington, Sidney, and Locke about the eternal principle of liberty?" "I never 
heard of these men. The only books we had were the Bible, the Catechism, Watts' psalms and hymns and the 
almanacs." "Well, then, what was the matter?" "Young man, what we meant in going for those Redcoats was 
this: we always had governed ourselves and we always meant to. They didn't mean we should." 
 
Joseph Warren delivered in commemoration for the Boston Massacre at Boston, March 5, 1770: 
 
“Our streets are filled with armed men; our harbor is crowded with ships of war; but these cannot intimidate us; 
our liberty must be preserved it is far dearer than life. No longer could we reflect, with generous pride, on the 
heroic actions of our American forefathers . . . . if we, but for a moment entertain the thought of giving up our 
liberty. Our country is in danger, but not to be despaired of. Our enemies are numerous and powerful; but we 
have many friends determining to be free, and heaven and earth will aid the resolution. On you depend the 
fortunes of America. You are to decide the important question on which rest the happiness and liberty of 
millions yet unborn. Act worthy of yourselves.” 
 
Excerpts from Patrick Henry’s Liberty or Death speech: 
 
This is no time for ceremony. The question before the House is one of awful moment to this country. For my 
own part, I consider it as nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery.   
 
I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided; and that is the lamp of experience. I know of no way of 
judging of the future but by the past. 
 
They tell us, sir, that we are weak - unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be 
stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a British 
guard shall be stationed in every house? 
 
The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active and the brave. 
 
It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, peace, peace - but there is no peace. The war is 
actually begun. The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! 
Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they 
have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, 
Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death! 
 



 
 
 
The American's Creed by William Tyler Page: 
 
I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by the people, for the people; whose 
just powers are derived from the consent of the governed, a democracy in a republic, a sovereign Nation of 
many sovereign States; a perfect union, one and inseparable; established upon those principles of freedom, 
equality, justice, and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. 
I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect 
its flag, and to defend it against all enemies. 
 
 
Excerpt from America the Beautiful: 
O beautiful for heroes proved, In liberating strife. 
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life! 
 
Excerpt from the Declaration of Independence: 
 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. —That to 
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, —That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 
 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 
sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train 
of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their 
future security. 
 
Preamble to the Constitution: 
 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 
 
Whoever looks upon them as an irregular mob, will find himself much mistaken. They have men amongst 
them who know very well what they are about. 
~ Gen. Hugh Early Percy 
 
Dates: 
Jamestown Colony – May 4, 1607  Boston Massacre – March 5, 1770  Declaration of Ind. – July 4, 1776 
Revolutionary War – 1775 – 1783  Battle of Yorktown – Oct 19, 1781 Treaty of Paris – Sep 3, 1783 
 
Casualties – April 19, 1775: 
British – 73 Killed, 174 Wounded, 25 Missing = 273 
Americans – 50 Killed, 39 Wounded, 5 Missing = 94 



 


