Clear Cache for Firefox

There are settings in Firefox which allows you to clear your cache. The cache is just a temporary holding area which holds images, webpages, css, and other info. It's purpose is to help speed up web browsing. If a webpage you are visiting needs to display pictures (jpg, etc) then the browser will look in the cache first and if it finds the info it will use it instead of the websites picture. However this doesn't always work so well. The cache is supposed to determine if a picture on a website has been changed recently. If so it should disregard the cache and reload a new copy.

Recently browsers such as firefox have become VERY aggressive in using the cache. Too much so in my opinion. There is other info that you can clear as well which will make tracking and tracing of your web habits more difficult. These settings will secure your browser somewhat.

To Clear you Cache (and other things) in Firefox.

1. Click on Tools->Options   (Edit->Preferences if using Linux)
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2. Click->Privacy Tab
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3. Under 'History' change the drop down which reads 'Remember History' to 'Use Custom Settings for History'.  After you click on that you'll get a lot more options to play with.
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4. The open window will change to give you many more options.
    Click on the check box 'Clear History when Firefox closes'
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5. After you click on 'Clear History when Firefox closes' the 'Settings' button will now be available. Click on that. Next you'll set a number of checkboxes.. Uncheck all of the boxes except Download History, Cookies, Active Logins, and Cache.
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6. Click OK->OK and you'll be back to your webpage. Your browser is now more secure and your browsing history isn't an open book. Also you might find that it runs quicker now. While the cache is supposed to make things quicker it seems that in my experience it has actually begun to slow things down. While it was a good idea in dialup days it may actually hinder you if you have a fast connection. 

