Shooters! Your preparation period begins now!

When you hear this command you may touch your rifle. The only time you may touch your rifle is during the prep period or course of fire.  During the prep period you may sling up, assume the position, dry fire, make sight adjustments, etc, but NOT load the rifle.

(Start the clock, watch the shooters for safety and indications that you can end the
 prep period early)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shooters! Your preparation period has ended!

At this time you should be prepared to shoot the course of fire. You should have you prepped magazines ready and at hand.

(Watch for safety violations)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Non transitions: With __ Rounds, Load!

At this time you may make the rifle ready to fire. Place the prepped magazine or clip into the rifle and put a round into the chamber. Unless commanded “Safeties ON!” the safety may remain off, and you should be in the position ready to fire if allowed.

(Watch for safety violations)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Transitions: Safeties on!.....Stand!

Not to be explained during the initial briefing, only prior to the appropriate COF during the day, i.e., “introduction to transitions”

(Watch for safety violations)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is the line ready? 

This is a rhetorical question. If you are ready, do nothing. If you are not ready,
signal by raising a hand and shouting “NO!”

(Listening for a “NO!”, watching for safety violations)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ready on the right? 

I will be checking the right side of the line.

(Look at the shooters on the right for any indications they are not ready)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ready on the left? 

I will be checking the left side of the line.

(Look at the shooters on the left for any indications they are not ready)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

All ready on the firing line! Fire! 

Now you will begin firing the appropriate Course of Fire. This means the correct
 number of rounds into YOUR correct target. Continue until you either run out of
 ammunition or you hear:

(Begin timing the string, observe the line)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cease Fire! Cease Fire! Cease Fire! 

When you hear this command, stop firing IMMEDIATELY!  Cease Fire is NOT a “yellow light”. You may not finish that last round, you must stop NOW. The reason for the cease fire may not be evident to you. There may be a safety reason for it, and for this reason EVERYBODY “owns” the command. If you see something going on and the line needs to be stopped now, simply yell the command 3 times.  Don’t worry if it was a mistake, we can sort it all out later

(Turning head left and right to project the voice)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Unload and clear! 

Using the steps we gave you, make the rifle safe, and then step back away from the rifle. 

(Ensure the designated instructors begin RSO/ LSO duties)
 
When the line clearing appears to be complete:
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is the line clear on the right? 

I will be looking at the Range Safety Officer to ensure the line is safe.
This is why I need you to step back away from the rifle.

(Looking for thumbs up signal from the RSO on the right end of the line)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is the line clear on the left? 

I will be looking at the Range Safety Officer to ensure the line is safe.

(Looking for thumbs up signal from the RSO on the left end of the line)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The line is clear! 

I am telling everyone that the line is now safe.

(Head turned, projecting voice to the left)
   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The line is clear! 

   I am telling everyone that the line is now safe.
   HOWEVER…..DO NOT step across the firing line until you are told!

(Head turned, projecting voice to the right)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Typically insert information for the upcoming COF for the shooters here)
   Example:
   Shooters! You need to prepare 2 magazines, 2 and 8 and when
you finish checking your targets center up for instruction!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shooters may proceed downrange to check/ score/ post, etc, targets!

This is a “Simon Says” moment. Until you hear this command, everyone is to be
behind the firing line!

(Start the clock)
(Remain, [Or designate someone else to remain], on the line to watch for safety
 violations when the shooters begin to return)
