David Lamson, or “The Wagon Party Ambush”

When General Percy left Boston as Col. Smith’s reinforcements, he took with him two cannon, which were referred to as “Six pounder” cannon. They fired a solid iron ball, approximately 3 inches in diameter. 

When they were leaving, senior artillery gunners advised him to take along an ammunition wagon for supplies. 
General Percy did not wish to be “tied down” by slow moving wagons, nor did he believe that there would be any real need to even fire his cannon on this excursion.

General Gage intervened after General Percy had left, and sent two supply wagons along after them with an escort of an officer, and 13 soldiers.

The route the wagons were taking was found out by a group of elderly colonist on the Alarm List, who were exempted from being in the militia because of their age. 

They were however, still trained fighters who had participated in both frontier fighting, as well as the French-Indian wars.

Led by the brilliant David Lamson, described in the records as a “free Mulatto”, these hardened old veterans laid a skillful ambush of the two wagons & their keepers.

With patience and experience of the ground and road, they laid a cunning ambush, waited until the wagons appeared, then stood up, surrounding the wagons & guards, & demanded their surrender at once.

However, neither the officer, nor the drivers were impressed by these aged warriors, & whipped their teams forward. Without any further warnings, the old men opened fire on the wagons, wounding the officer, and killing both sergeants, & the lead horses in their harness. The wagons were effectively stopped.
The remaining British soldiers took another look at these old men, and fled for their lives. They ran down the road, stopping only to throw their rifles in a pond (so as not to be shot on sight as combatants) and started running again.

They stopped when they saw an old woman (named “Mother Batherick) who was gathering plants for her dinner (dandelion salad), and surrendered to her, begging for her protection from the colonists. She took them to the house of militia captain Ephraim Frost.

As she delivered her prisoners to Captain Frost, she told them: “If you live to get back home, you tell King George that an old woman took six of his soldiers’ prisoner.”

And indeed, after the news of the battles made its way back to England, opponents to Lord North’s Ministry used it to paint a political picture…..”If one old Yankee woman can capture six grenadiers, how many soldiers will it require to conquer America?”
The wagons however, became a supply point for the Americans who needed fresh powder and ball. Several times, younger riders would come in, load up several pouches & powder horns, then gallop off to reequip the men fighting on the lines.

And they said the old guys could not “do anything worthwhile”.
