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“Honor and Privilege”

There are no words to express the honor Appleseed received at
bringing our skills, instructors, and program to Ft. Stewart in order
to prepare our troops for deployment to the combat zone. It is our

humble hope our training saves lives through marksmanship skill.

« Location: Fort Stewart, GA

e Duration: October 5-10, 2009

What Appleseed Offers:

« A Proven Marksmanship Program.

‘ -l " b « Event Request: Spend a week with units Increased Qualification Scores
The Spplaseed Laojkct of the US National Guard preparing ’
. ¢ them with marksmanship skills and + Availability Anytime, Anywhere.
f;IZ:I - edinle ! training in order to increase their « As Many Instructors as are Needed.
Website: fo.or ! . .- .
. effectiveness for mission completion as « Fully Insured Turnkey Operation
well as to help each soldier return home
safely. « Experience Working with US Military.

 When the Colonel asked me about your oreanization,
and he wanted to know who you were and what you were
about, some of the stqﬁ‘j looked ybu up on the internet. It
was pretty impressive, what we read on the internet. ‘I :

 Zero Cost of Operation.
o Our Thanks to Each Soldier and Unit.

« Instructors: 15 Instructors from all over

the US came to spend their vacation
am going o tell you that your internet site does not time donated to the cause.
BEGIN to dexc?iéeyo‘u as individuals or you as a group.
1t doesn’t BEGIN to do justice to the value you have

added to our training plan. It doesn’t begin to do justice

Living,
sleeping and eating with the troops,
these highly trained individuals
weathered the GA heat and rains to
spend every available minute teaching

for the difference you are going to make in the lives of our
soldiers. ~ Sgt. Rinehardt ‘

rifleman skills.

APRIL 19, 1775
When marksmanship met history, and the herilage began...

« Cost to the US taxpayer: Not a dime.

« Repeatability: Anytime, anywhere.
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Appleseed Project In The News

Sharpshooter trains National Guard soldiers:

The Appleseed Project aims to improve members’ marksmanship skills

By Beth Nowlan, Published Bloomington Herald Times, 01/24/2010

“BLOOMFIELD — The tiny business card Ed Yeager hands out has all the usual
accoutrements: name, phone number, Web site. But on the back is a dark square, one inch
by one inch.

That’s one of the target goals for riflemen involved in the Revolutionary War Veterans
Association’s Appleseed Project, which aims to teach advanced marksmanship skills to
anyone who wants to learn. (That minuscule square? You’re supposed to be able to hit it at
25 yards using a GI sling and iron sights from a prone position. Five times.)

Yeager, a 46-year-old Bloomfield resident, has been interested in target shooting nearly all
his life.

He shot in high school in Daviess County, and was a member of the Sycamore Valley Gun
Club. Back in 2006, he ran across an article about the Appleseed Project and visited a
shoot in Evansville. He was quickly hooked by the program, which meshes marksmanship
training and a sense of how important sharpshooters were to America’s tumultuous
creation.

Yeager became an instructor for the program and, in that capacity, recently traveled to Fort
Stewart, Ga., for a week to train South Carolina National Guard troops before those citizen
soldiers deployed overseas.

“One of our instructors is active duty military,” he said. “He’d run his unit through one of
our courses and their marksmanship improved. Word got around.”

Volunteer instructors like Yeager paid their own way to Georgia, which piqued the interest
of the Guardsmen. Then, interest skyrocketed as the citizen soldiers saw their own skills
increase during the training, he said.

Yeager said instructors typically set a “baseline” at the beginning of the exercise, and then
have participants take aim at those same targets at the end of the program to see how much
they’ve improved.

Skills taught include how to properly use a sling — or strap — on a rifle. “It’s an excellent
steadying tool,” Yeager said. “And it’s a skill not a lot of people are taught anymore.”

There are also tips on breathing (regulate it so your body’s movements don’t interfere with
your shot) and natural point of aim (which sounds complicated, but essentially involves
making your body comfortable so you can shoot better).

Those tips may sound simplistic, Yeager said, but “when you’re shooting at something
hundreds of yards away, every little bit counts.”

Although most events are conducted at a lesser range, participants are taught fundamental
skills that allow them to be accurate to 500 yards, a length traditionally known as the
“rifleman’s quarter mile.”

The Appleseed Project said the National Guard unit’s average improvement was nearly
300 percent over what its members had previously experienced.

“For regular citizens, this is kind of a fun skill,” Yeager said of the marksmanship training.
“But for those guys, being able to make the shot when they need to, it’s a matter of

survival.”

Find out more: Visit the Appleseed Project on the Web at The Appleseed Project”



