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I would like to introduce you to a unique way to bring in and train new shooters.
The Appleseed Project is a 2-day rifle marksmanship clinic run by the Revolutionary War Veterans Association (RWVA), a 501.c.3, non-profit, insured organization that is staffed by volunteer, certified instructors dedicated to reconnecting the modern-day rifle owners and new shooters, especially the younger generation, with the traditional heritage of the American Rifleman. 
What makes Appleseed unique is combining education in rifleman skills with the teaching of revolutionary war military history, specifically the history of that day in April, 1775, when a shot was “heard around the world.”  That was the day the British Regulars set out from Boston for Lexington and Concord to take the colonists’ guns.  
Let’s face it.  Sometime this century, maybe not in our lifetime, the forces of international gun-control are going to try taking our guns.  They have already done that everywhere else.  Our great country and specifically its gun culture are the only things standing in the way of a completely disarmed citizenry planet-wide.  Some say that their plan is to wait for all of us “old farts” to die off.  They may be counting on generations of government schooling to allow them to convince our children and grandchildren simply to turn in grandpa’s guns when so ordered.  Well the RWVA has a plan, too.
Our basic agenda is to expand the rifle culture, not only within our generation, but also especially to the younger generation, because both parents and their children need to be educated and prepared to pass the heritage of the American Rifleman on to their descendants.  The emphasis of our program is to teach average citizens of all ages how to hit a 20-inch target at up to 500 yards with an off-the-rack rifle and iron sights without the aid of a bench rest or bi-pod.  Combined with an entertaining approach to early colonial history appealing to every freedom-loving American, it is loads of fun.  
Appleseed shoots are family-friendly events, usually over a weekend.  We’ve had shooters as young as 12 and as old as 77—moms and dads, new shooters and old-timers.  Our instructors are religious about safety (often exceeding NRA standards), while at the same time providing a fun and entertaining environment in which to learn.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At any given Appleseed shoot, you may see WWII or modern rifles of many calibers with bolt or semi-auto actions.  However, since the bulk of our instruction takes place at 25 meters (82 ft.) using reduced-size targets to simulate 100-400 yards, most shooters bring .22LR rifles.  Since our goal is to pass on shooting skills and a Rifleman’s heritage to those who can do the most with them, kids under 21 and active military members shoot FREE.  For the foreseeable future, women, too, shoot FREE.
Appleseed shoots provide a basic marksmanship training clinic that teaches students to shoot any rifle (up to and including 8 mm) in safe working condition with iron sights or scopes.  While Appleseed clinics are scheduled as two-day events, one day attendance is OK, too.  Attendees bring their own ammunition.  The amount of ammo shot per day varies according to the day (less on Saturdays and more on Sundays), and whether it is a long range clinic (centerfire requires less ammo).  Generally speaking, events that shoot 25 meters exclusively may entail up to 800 rounds of ammo over two days—longer ranges, less.  The range/club providing facilities and services may collect a small range fee at registration.  RWVA fees can be paid on-line or at the door and cover the cost of the course.
If your range has problems with neighbors and noise abatement, shoots can be organized for .22 only.  With an average number of shooters below twenty, noise has never been a problem for properly organized Appleseed shoots.
Knowledgeable volunteer instructors will be on hand to teach the basics of rifle marksmanship.  Acquired skills will include sighting in your rifle, specific lessons on the proper sequence of steps needed to fire an accurate shot, proper sight adjustments for targets at varying distances, and the performance of several drills which allow a shooter to pinpoint mistakes commonly made on the firing line.  Equally important, the instructors will also impart a bit of our nation’s history throughout the day and recount the heroic facts of what ordinary men achieved on April 19, 1775.
 (
“To preserve liberty, it is essential that the whole body of people always possess arms, and be taught alike, especially when young, how to use them….”
— Richard Henry Lee, 1787
)If you are interested in teaching patriotic citizens to accurately shoot a rifle offhand, sitting, kneeling, and prone and wish to honor our forefathers who fought for our freedoms, we thank you for your consideration in joining us in our efforts and look forward to partnering with you in promoting this worthwhile program.
Please visit our web site, www.appleseedinfo.org, for additional information about the Appleseed Project.  
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By the rude bridge that arched the flood,		O Thou who made those heroes dare
Their flag to April's breeze unfurled;		To die, and leave their children free,
Here once the embattled farmers stood;		Bid Time and Nature gently spare
And fired the shot heard round the world.		The shaft we raised to them and Thee.
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