Louisian

Mom & Boy are blessed to have lots of offers each month for our adventures,
and this month it was particularly difficult to choose. But when | heard about the
goals of Project Appleseed, | knew it was something | wanted to experience. |
expected it would be a good learning opportunity for the boy. Also, the man who
invited us, Kenny Fernandez, is so passionate about the program, his sincerity and

enthusiasm is infectious.

Prclec' Appleseed is a program desgned by the
Ravclutionary War Veterans As a1 RWVA) to improve
ritle marksmarship and inspire respect for the choices and

actinns of our nation’s founders, particularly for thoze on April
19, 1775, Also, the program enccurages cwvic mvolement,
regardless of political affiliation, Project Applesead workshops
are held all across the United States, and on the day we attend-
ed, there were 104 events being heid at the same time
The boy and | arrived at the Louisiana National Guard's
Camp Villere an 2 beautiful Ssturday morning in Apdl. Some of
the day would be held under the canopy leaming safety rules
and shootng techniques, and the rest of the day would be
spant on the shooting range, putting those *essons into prac-
tice. Our instructer for the day was Dan Plunkett, Expert
Marksman and Louistana State Coordinator for Project
Applesead. Dan has bean Involved with the program sinca
011 and = fully commutted to the ideals that it presents, *1 ini

tially went to a Project Appleseed event bacause it was some
thing that | could do with my son. Then, once | heard the his-
tory stories, | knew | had to get involved
Applaseed presents & unicue way to remind
Americars about ow history and hertage -
and how precious our liberty is."

We sat amaong the other parncipants and
learned the basics of good rifle marksmanshp
from Dan and his assistant Kenry, who is train-
ing to be an instructor m the program. Kenny
has been involved since his first Project

Appleseed in 2012, | was impressed by the
professionatam, fiendliness and passion of
the: instructors | met at that it Applessed;
and when | heard the histoncal aration of the
events of Aprl 19, 1775 | was hooked, like 2 =peckled
trout striking a Deadly Cudley Slammin Sammy lue in Lake
Pantchartrain|  Heaaring the tale of what Appleseed calls the

first strike” tuggad a1t me and lek me wanting to hear more
Today I'm not sure if I'm mare excited about the history lessons
or horing the Sx Steps to firing a shot” Both man are knowl-
edieable and enthusiastic, and we enjoyed the initial training
sessicn. Bue, of course, the real fun began when we got out to
the range

The shooting starts at 25 meters, and shoetly after the boy
and | got into the prone position, the competition began, He
and | naturally try to cutdo each other in physical challenges,
and as long as we & on acual footing, we can gatpre
petitive. | k=t Dan know early on that | would be the "expert"
marksman of the day and would outshoot the boy, He encour-
eged us to make 2 wages If the boy won the challenge, | would
have to cook him breaklast for a week And
il 1 wen, he would have to wash my car We
both agreed to the terms, put on our eye
and esr protecuon,
shooting at "Redcoat” targets. Neither of
us did ramarkably wall on our pretess, and
both of us blamed ¢ on the gurs. Sercusly,
I was axming right at the head of that guy.,
but the target was purctured inches away!
It wrrs out my rifle needed some adust-
ments, snd thankfully, they were done prior
o our first actual drill
spant the remainder of the mom
0 g at one-inch squares on an
8x11 piece of paper frem 25 maters, five rounds at a tima. |
hawe to say, with my scope adjusted properly, my results were
much move sucoessful Througheout the process of fwng and
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