
  The Social Justice Committee and the Adult Education Committee jointly sponsor a Sunday morning series in 
May on curbing the epidemic of violence with guns.  

 
  

 Speaker is Bryan Miller, a leader in the organization called Heeding God's Call, an interfaith grassroots 
campaign. 

Sunday May 19, 2013 at Wayne Presbyterian Church at 9:30 AM 

Working with other groups to end violence 

Sunday May 5, 2013 at Wayne Presbyterian Church at 9:30 AM 
  David Scholnik, the Pennsylvania Coordinator of Mayors Against Illegal Guns and Frank Tait, a Deacon in our 
church, who is a certified firearms safety and marksmanship instructor and are the speakers. 

Wayne Presbyterians  at the Capital in Harrisburg, PA  rallying to end violence  
 

 
 Wayne Presbyterian Church  

SUNDAY SERIES ON CURBING GUN VIOLENCE 
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Presentation Notes
Thank the church for having a conversation on this important topic
I’m going to talk about the root causes of violence and attempt to clear up some misconceptions
Why I’m here – I Teach Knowledge Skills and Attitude to safely own and operate a firearm
For reference – all statistics and sources are footnoted – I’m happy to provide copies of presentation




Addressing Violence 
• We mourn and pray for ALL affected by violence 

 
• Violence is a HUMAN condition – Evil exists 

– Genesis 4:8 Cain murdering Abel 
– Separation from God 
– ALL are capable of violence 

 
• To Reduce Violence focus on root HUMAN causes  

– Countless implements can be used to commit violence 
– Focusing on the implement removes focus from the INDIVIDUAL being responsible 

and accountable for their actions 
– Culture that abdicates personal responsibility to the government47,48,49 

• No respect for self, others or property 
 

• Existing Laws not enforced 
– Criminals by definition do NOT obey laws 
– Criminals still on the streets 
– 90% of adult murders have criminal records as adults16 
– "To carry a gun without a license in Philadelphia has historically almost been a joke” – 

DA Seth Williams18,19 
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Root of Violence is Human Causes 
 

• Unwed mothers41,44,45,46 
– 57% of children in homes impoverished or low income 
– 1 of 3 children live in a home without a father 
– 57% of unwed mothers don’t finish high school 
– 70% of juvenile murderers raised by single mothers 
– 25% of firearm homicides are gang related 

 
• Mental Illness42,43 

– 6% of population suffer Serious Debilitating Illness 
• Only 58.7% get treatment 
• Psychiatric beds reduced from 559,000 to 43,000 

– Suicide 
• US is 34th per capita in world 

– Over 55% of firearm deaths are suicides 
• As many suicides without a firearm as with57 



Life 
• John 10:10 

– “I came that they may have life and may have it 
abundantly” 
 

• Declaration of Independence 
– “Life, Liberty and Pursuit of Happiness” 

 
• We as INDIVIDUALS are responsible for our 

lives and accountable for our actions 
– To God 
– To government 
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6th Commandment  
Thou Shalt Not Murder30 

 
 
 
 
 
The word “ratsakh” applies only to illegal killing 
(e.g., premeditated murder or manslaughter) — 
and is never used in the administration of 
justice or for self defense or war. 



Racist Roots of Gun Control50,51,54 

• 1629 – Massachusetts Bay Colony  
– Illegal to provide firearms to Native Americans 

• 1866 - Mississippi 
– “seized every gun and pistol of freedmen” 

• 1911 – New York City 
– Disarmed Immigrants 

• 1968 - California 
– Banned Open carry of firearms due to Black 

Panther protests 
• Gun Control Laws do NOT control guns – 

they only disarm law abiding citizens35 



Rights 
• How many Rights are granted by the 

Constitution? 
– NONE 
– Constitution prohibits Congress from making laws 

that infringe on God Given Rights1 
– We have a process to amend the constitution 

 
• Article 21 Section 1 of the PA Constitution 

states: 
– ‘The right of the citizens to bear arms in defense of 

themselves and the state shall not be questioned’ 



Self Defense 
• Only use a firearm to defend yourself or another from 

threat of death or grievous bodily injury39 

• 48% of people who own firearms do so for Self Defense4 

– Police response time in most cities20 
• Average 10 minutes 
• Substantially longer as you more away from cities 
• Injury rate for using firearm in self defense is 1/10th those who do not resist 

and 1/2 those that run away63 
– "fundamental principle of American law that a government and its 

agents are under no general duty to provide public services, such as 
police protection, to any individual citizen." 21,22,23 

• 91% of Police officers support Civilian concealed carry29 

• Firearms used 80x more to protect life than to take life58 
– 250,000-370,000 defensive gun uses per year do not involve 

shooting28,35,36,40 
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Gun Free Zones 
• False Sense of Security52 

• Chicago – Shooting every 6.3 hours in 201352 
– 80% of shootings - gang related53 

• Mass Shootings 
– School Shootings 
– Aurora Colorado Theater 

• Common thread Mental Health 

 



Magazine Capacity Limits 

• Standard capacity used by Police 
– Handguns – 17-18 rounds 
– Patrol Rifles – 30 rounds 

 
• “New York Reload” 

– Switch to a second or third firearm 
   

• Moderately competent can reload in 2-3 seconds 
 

• 96% of Police officers think magazine capacity limits 
will have no effect on reducing violent crime29 



Semi-Automatic vs. Fully Automatic 
• Semi-Automatic6  

– 1 round discharged with 1 trigger press 
– Repeating firearms commonly available since 1860 

 
• 92% of Police officers think banning semi-automatic firearms 

will have no effect on reducing violent crime29 

 
• Fully Automatic 

– Multiple rounds discharged with 1 trigger press 
– Highly restricted since 19347 

• Only 182,000 in civilian circulation 
• Extensive background check w/fingerprints 
• Waive 4th amendment rights (privacy and search) 
• Extremely rare for these to be used in a crime 

 
 

 



Background Checks 
• 32 firearm background checks per minute8,9 

– ANY false statement is a felony - 5 years in prison  
• 1994-2010 Background Checks  118,249,00010 

– PA in 2012  - 968,534 checks11 

• Convicted Criminals attempting                  590,07815 

• Arrests (2000-2010)                          16,44114 

• Straw Purchases 
– Not the actual buyer of the firearm 
– Since 2006 - Arrested 822 people only 342 convicted16,17 

• 281 of 331 Philadelphia homicides in 201218,19 
– NONE OF THE FIREARMS WERE OBTAINED LEGALLY 

• Laws are not enforced 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Less than 3% of criminals attempting to purchase a firearm are arrested!!!
US Attorney’s tell me that “Lie and By 



Firearm Registration 
• 1993 – 192 million guns – Per-Capita murder victims 6.62,16 
• 2003 – 276 million guns – Per-Capita murder victims 3.82,16 
• 2013 – 310+ million guns – Per-Capita murder victims 3.22,16 

 
• 34.7% of Pennsylvanians own a firearm3 

 
• “Universal Background checks” are a foundational step to 

“Registration” then to confiscation 35 
– PA Police departments routinely confiscate firearms if firearm is 

not in the State Police “Purchase” database 33 

 
– Politicians stated intent to disarm Americans55,56 

 

• How well are laws working for Alcohol and Drugs? 
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Firearm Accidents 
• Causes of Firearm Accidents5 

– Unintended consequence of gun control efforts 
– Ignorance of the rules for safe firearm handling 
– Carelessness in handling or operating a firearm 

 
• Top Causes of accidental death59,61 

– Car Crash – 43,200 
– Falls – 14,900 
– Poisoning – 8,600 
– Drowning – 4,000 
– Burn/Fire – 3,700 
– Suffocation – 3,300 
– Firearm – 1,500 

 
• Alcohol responsible for over 75,000 preventable deaths a year57,61 
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Conclusion 
• Reducing Violence should be our goal 

– Individual Accountability for actions 
 

• Addressing HUMAN causes of violence should be 
a focus of our church’s mission outreach 
– Breakdown of the Family 
– Mental Health 

 
• Disarming the Law abiding will not reduce violence 

– Criminal element does not and will not follow the law 
– Government does not enforce the law 

 
 



References 
1. Establishment Clause of US Constitution  
2. http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/tables/expanded-homicide-data-table-8 
3. http://www.gunsandammo.com/2013/03/14/ga-ranks-the-best-states-for-gun-owners-in-2013/ 
4. http://www.people-press.org/2013/03/12/why-own-a-gun-protection-is-now-top-reason/ 
5. NRA Guide to the Basics of Pistol Shooting, November 2009 
6. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semi-automatic_firearm 
7. http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/345378/nra-automatic-weapons-eliana-johnson 
8. http://cnsnews.com/blog/gregory-gwyn-williams-jr/fbi-conducting-32-gun-purchase-background-checks-minute-under-obama 
9. http://www.nationalmemo.com/is-this-the-greatest-commercial-for-new-gun-laws-youve-ever-seen/ 
10. http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/bcft10st.pdf 
11. http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/nics/reports/nics-firearm-background-checks-1998_2013_state_monthly_totals-033113.pdf 
12. http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/14/us/politics/us-may-focus-more-on-gun-background-checks.html?_r=0 
13. http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/037/chapter33/chap33toc.html 
14. http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2013/04/09/fact-vs-fiction-on-background-checks-and-gun-control-debate/ 
15. http://cnsnews.com/blog/gregory-gwyn-williams-jr/fbi-only-035-gun-purchasers-using-licensed-dealers-were-criminals 
16. http://bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fuo.pdf 
17. http://p.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/apr/16/miller-senate-background-checks-bill-misfires-hits/ 
18. http://articles.philly.com/2013-04-15/news/38559031_1_gun-problem-illegal-gun-corlies-street 
19. http://articles.philly.com/2013-04-06/news/38309721_1_gun-purchase-gun-violence-gun-control 
20. http://www.apbweb.com/featured-articles/1188-response-times-city-to-city.html 
21. Castle Rock v. Gonzales - 04-278 (2005) 
22. DeShaney  v. Winnebago County  489 U.S. 189 (1989) 
23. Warren v. District of Columbia, 444 A.2d 1 (D.C. Ct. of Ap., 1981) 
24. http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/brooklyn/to_serve_but_not_protect_Qr3ume5gEhMhtg8LvHgzAI 
25. http://www.forcescience.org/morrison.pdf 
26. http://www.handguntraininginfo.com/nra-course-descriptions/ 
27. http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/07/us/in-a-shift-police-advise-taking-an-active-role-to-counter-mass-

attacks.html?ref=ericagoode&_r=0 
28. http://www.gopusa.com/commentary/2013/04/02/sowell-guns-save-lives/ 
29. http://ddq74coujkv1i.cloudfront.net/p1_gunsurveysummary_2013.pdf 
30. http://www.levitt.com/hebrew/commandments.html 
31. http://reason.com/archives/2013/04/11/checks-threaten-gun-rights 
32. http://www.americanthinker.com/2013/04/gun_control_derangement_syndrome.html 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2011/crime-in-the-u.s.-2011/tables/expanded-homicide-data-table-8
http://www.gunsandammo.com/2013/03/14/ga-ranks-the-best-states-for-gun-owners-in-2013/
http://www.people-press.org/2013/03/12/why-own-a-gun-protection-is-now-top-reason/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semi-automatic_firearm
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/345378/nra-automatic-weapons-eliana-johnson
http://cnsnews.com/blog/gregory-gwyn-williams-jr/fbi-conducting-32-gun-purchase-background-checks-minute-under-obama
http://www.nationalmemo.com/is-this-the-greatest-commercial-for-new-gun-laws-youve-ever-seen/
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/bcft10st.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/nics/reports/nics-firearm-background-checks-1998_2013_state_monthly_totals-033113.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/14/us/politics/us-may-focus-more-on-gun-background-checks.html?_r=0
http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/037/chapter33/chap33toc.html
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2013/04/09/fact-vs-fiction-on-background-checks-and-gun-control-debate/
http://cnsnews.com/blog/gregory-gwyn-williams-jr/fbi-only-035-gun-purchasers-using-licensed-dealers-were-criminals
http://bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fuo.pdf
http://p.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/apr/16/miller-senate-background-checks-bill-misfires-hits/
http://p.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/apr/16/miller-senate-background-checks-bill-misfires-hits/
http://articles.philly.com/2013-04-15/news/38559031_1_gun-problem-illegal-gun-corlies-street
http://articles.philly.com/2013-04-06/news/38309721_1_gun-purchase-gun-violence-gun-control
http://www.apbweb.com/featured-articles/1188-response-times-city-to-city.html
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/brooklyn/to_serve_but_not_protect_Qr3ume5gEhMhtg8LvHgzAI
http://www.forcescience.org/morrison.pdf
http://www.handguntraininginfo.com/nra-course-descriptions/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/07/us/in-a-shift-police-advise-taking-an-active-role-to-counter-mass-attacks.html?ref=ericagoode&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/07/us/in-a-shift-police-advise-taking-an-active-role-to-counter-mass-attacks.html?ref=ericagoode&_r=0
http://www.gopusa.com/commentary/2013/04/02/sowell-guns-save-lives/
http://ddq74coujkv1i.cloudfront.net/p1_gunsurveysummary_2013.pdf
http://www.levitt.com/hebrew/commandments.html
http://reason.com/archives/2013/04/11/checks-threaten-gun-rights
http://www.americanthinker.com/2013/04/gun_control_derangement_syndrome.html


References 
33. http://www.acslpa.org/html/pennsylvania_state_police_gun_.html 
34. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoplophobia 
35. http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/345649/fact-free-gun-control-crusade-thomas-sowell 
36. https://www.gunowners.org/sk0802htm.htm 
37. http://constitution.org/cmt/cramer/racist_roots.htm 
38. http://handgunlaw.us/states/pennsylvania.pdf 
39. http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/18/00.005.005.000..HTM 
40. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defensive_gun_use 
41. http://www.washingtonpost.com/postlive/opinion-three-simple-rules-poor-teens-should-follow-to-join-the-middle-

class/2013/03/13/8695a056-8a97-11e2-8d72-dc76641cb8d4_story.html 
42. http://www.americanthinker.com/2013/03/mental_illness_and_guns.html 
43. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_suicide_rate 
44. http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/12/15/9461848-dismal-prospects-1-in-2-americans-are-now-poor-or-low-income 
45. http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/dec/25/fathers-disappear-from-households-across-america/print/ 
46. http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp0805923 
47. http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2013/03/28/chicago-los-angeles-new-york-prosecuted-fewest-federal-gun-

crimes 
48. http://www.naturalnews.com/039764_Chicago_gun_crimes_control.html 
49. http://www.forbes.com/sites/larrybell/2013/04/02/shooting-holes-in-mayor-bloombergs-anti-gun-propaganda-ten-bullet-points/ 
50. http://www.2asisters.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=150:gun-lingo-lesson&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=50 
51. http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/09/the-secret-history-of-guns/308608/ 
52. http://cnsnews.com/blog/gregory-gwyn-williams-jr/chicago-suffering-one-shooting-every-63-hours-2013-homicide-count-hits 
53. http://www.cnn.com/2013/04/24/opinion/granderson-chicago-terror 
54. http://www.forbes.com/sites/frankminiter/2013/03/26/proof-the-obama-administration-is-going-after-the-good-guys-with-guns/ 
55. http://canadafreepress.com/index.php/article/53885 
56. http://www.breitbart.com/Big-Government/2013/01/27/San-Diego-Police-Chief-If-Obama-Plays-It-Right-We-Can-Disarm-Americans-

Within-A-Generation 
57. http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/injury.htm 
58. http://www.guncite.com/gcdgklec.html 
59. http://www.cnn.com/2013/04/10/living/guns-parenting/index.html?hpt=hp_t1 
60. http://patriotupdate.com/articles/gun-registration-gun-confiscation/#ixzz2QmFKBMQ6 
61. http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/pdf/10LCID_All_Deaths_By_Age_Group_2010-a.pdf 
62. http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2012/12/14/connecticut-school-shooting-gun-control/1770345/ 
63. http://bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=dcdetail&iid=245 
64 http://www census gov/prod/2013pubs/acs 21 pdf 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.acslpa.org/html/pennsylvania_state_police_gun_.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoplophobia
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/345649/fact-free-gun-control-crusade-thomas-sowell
https://www.gunowners.org/sk0802htm.htm
http://constitution.org/cmt/cramer/racist_roots.htm
http://handgunlaw.us/states/pennsylvania.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/18/00.005.005.000..HTM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defensive_gun_use
http://www.washingtonpost.com/postlive/opinion-three-simple-rules-poor-teens-should-follow-to-join-the-middle-class/2013/03/13/8695a056-8a97-11e2-8d72-dc76641cb8d4_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/postlive/opinion-three-simple-rules-poor-teens-should-follow-to-join-the-middle-class/2013/03/13/8695a056-8a97-11e2-8d72-dc76641cb8d4_story.html
http://www.americanthinker.com/2013/03/mental_illness_and_guns.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_suicide_rate
http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2011/12/15/9461848-dismal-prospects-1-in-2-americans-are-now-poor-or-low-income
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/dec/25/fathers-disappear-from-households-across-america/print/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp0805923
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2013/03/28/chicago-los-angeles-new-york-prosecuted-fewest-federal-gun-crimes
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2013/03/28/chicago-los-angeles-new-york-prosecuted-fewest-federal-gun-crimes
http://www.naturalnews.com/039764_Chicago_gun_crimes_control.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/larrybell/2013/04/02/shooting-holes-in-mayor-bloombergs-anti-gun-propaganda-ten-bullet-points/
http://www.2asisters.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=150:gun-lingo-lesson&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=50
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/09/the-secret-history-of-guns/308608/
http://cnsnews.com/blog/gregory-gwyn-williams-jr/chicago-suffering-one-shooting-every-63-hours-2013-homicide-count-hits
http://www.cnn.com/2013/04/24/opinion/granderson-chicago-terror
http://www.forbes.com/sites/frankminiter/2013/03/26/proof-the-obama-administration-is-going-after-the-good-guys-with-guns/
http://canadafreepress.com/index.php/article/53885
http://www.breitbart.com/Big-Government/2013/01/27/San-Diego-Police-Chief-If-Obama-Plays-It-Right-We-Can-Disarm-Americans-Within-A-Generation
http://www.breitbart.com/Big-Government/2013/01/27/San-Diego-Police-Chief-If-Obama-Plays-It-Right-We-Can-Disarm-Americans-Within-A-Generation
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/injury.htm
http://www.guncite.com/gcdgklec.html
http://www.cnn.com/2013/04/10/living/guns-parenting/index.html?hpt=hp_t1
http://patriotupdate.com/articles/gun-registration-gun-confiscation/
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/pdf/10LCID_All_Deaths_By_Age_Group_2010-a.pdf
http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2012/12/14/connecticut-school-shooting-gun-control/1770345/
http://bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=dcdetail&iid=245
http://www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/acs-21.pdf


“Laws that forbid the carrying of arms…   
disarm only those who are neither inclined nor 
determined to commit crimes. 
Such laws make things worse for the assaulted 
and better for the assailants; they serve rather 
to encourage than prevent homicides, for an 
unarmed man may be attacked with greater 
confidence than an armed one” 
 
- Cesare Beccaria, “Essay on Crimes and Punishments”, 1764 
- Quoted by Thomas Jefferson, “Legal Commonplace Book”, 1767 
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